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STATUS OF CLAIMS 
Claims 1-7, 9-37 and 39-45 are pending. 
Claims 8 and 38 have been canceled. 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9-11, 16, 18, 20, 22-26, 31, 33, 35, 37 and 39-41 stand rejected under 
35 USC § 102(e). 

Claims 2, 4, 6, 12-15, 17, 19, 21, 27-30, 32, 34, 36 and 42-45 stand rejected under 35 
USC §103(a). 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 
There are no outstanding amendments. 

SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 
FIG. 4A shows an embodiment of the present invention as a method of remotely 
synchronizing a mobile terminal to a target computer. The method comprises the steps of 
providing a set of synchronization rules comprising ordering and filtering rules (step 20 of FIG. 
4 A) and monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal (step 22 of FIG. 4 A). The method 
further comprises the steps of executing a computer program for adapting the ordering and 
filtering rules in response to the user's operation of the mobile terminal to generate a modified 
set of synchronization rules (step 24 of FIG. 4A), exchanging synchronization data between the 
target computer and the mobile terminal using the modified set of synchronization rules, and 
storing synchronized data in the local memory of the mobile terminal (step 26 of FIG. 4A). The 
synchronization data comprises a first data and a second data, the step of monitoring a user's 
operation of the mobile terminal comprises the step of monitoring the user's preference in 
viewing data, and if the step of monitoring the user's operation indicates a preference for 
viewing the first data before viewing the second data, the computer program adapts the ordering 
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and filtering rules such that the first data are received by the mobile terminal before the second 
data (see page 7, lines 23+). 

FIG. 7 A shows an embodiment of the present invention as a mobile terminal 100 
comprising a terminal controller 106 for monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal in 
order to modify synchronization rules used to exchange synchronization data between the mobile 
terminal and a target computer. 

ISSUES 

I. Whether claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9-11, 16, 18, 20, 22-26, 31, 33, 35, 37 and 39-41 are patentable 
under 35 USC §102(e) over Fletcher et al (6,138,156). 

GROUPING OF CLAIMS 
Claims 1-7, 9-15, 31-37 and 39-45 stand rejected and are grouped together for the 
purpose of this appeal. 

Claims 16-30 stand rejected and are grouped together for the purpose of this appeal. 



THE REFERENCES 



The following references are relied upon by the examiner: 



Fletcher et al. 



6,138,156 



October 24, 2000 



Kalish et al. 



2002/0116472 



August 22, 2002 



THE REJECTIONS 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9-11, 16, 18, 20, 22-26, 31, 33, 35, 37 and 39-41 stand rejected under 
35 USC § 102(e) as anticipated by Fletcher. 
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Regarding claims 1 and 31, the examiner asserts Fletcher discloses to modify 
synchronization rules in response to a user's operation of a mobile terminal, the synchronization 
rules for controlling exchange of synchronization data between the mobile terminal and a target 
computer. The examiner further asserts that Fletcher discloses the synchronization data 
comprises a first data and a second data, the step of monitoring a user's operation of the mobile 
terminal comprises the step of monitoring the user's preference in viewing data, and if the step of 
monitoring the user's operation indicates a preference for viewing the first data before viewing 
the second data, the computer program adapts the ordering and filtering rules such that the first 
data are received by the mobile terminal before the second data. 

Regarding claim 9, the examiner asserts that Fletcher discloses to transmit emails to a 
mobile terminal before transmitting web pages to the mobile terminal based on synchronization 
rules derived from monitoring a user's preference in viewing the synchronization data. 

Regarding claim 10, the examiner asserts that Fletcher discloses to transmit first web 
pages to a mobile terminal before transmitting second pages to the mobile terminal based on 
synchronization rules derived from monitoring a user's preference in viewing the 
synchronization data. 

Regarding claim 3, the examiner asserts that Fletcher discloses to transmit modified 
synchronization rules from a mobile terminal to a target computer. 

Regarding claim 7, the examiner asserts that Fletcher discloses the mobile terminal 
processes the modified synchronization rules to control the exchange of synchronization data 
between the mobile terminal (workstation) and the target computer (server). 

Regarding claim 16, the examiner asserts that Fletcher discloses a mobile terminal 
comprising a terminal controller for monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal in order 
to modify synchronization rules. 
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Claims 2, 4, 6, 12-15, 17, 19, 21, 27-30, 32, 34, 36 and 42-45 stand rejected under 35 
USC § 103(a) as unpatentable over Fletcher in view of Kalish. 

ARGUMENT 

I. THE ISSUE UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) - FLETCHER 

A. The rejection should be reversed because Fletcher does not disclose to modify 
synchronization rules to order the synchronization data transmitted to a mobile terminal . 

The rejection of claims 1 and 31 should be reversed because the examiner has incorrectly 
construed Fletcher as disclosing to modify synchronization rules to order the synchronization 
data transmitted to a mobile terminal . The examiner asserts that Fletcher discloses the ordering 
limitation of the claims because the most frequently requested messages are transmitted to the 
mobile terminal first, and "information that is only occasionally requested will have to be 
requested for bv the user thereafter." (Emphasis added.) This argument is misplaced because 
information requested bv the user is not information that is transmitted to the terminal using the 
synchronization rules . That is, information requested bv the user after the synchronization 
session is not part of the synchronization data, and therefore cannot be considered as part of any 
ordered synchronization data . 

Regarding claim 9, Fletcher does not disclose or suggest to transmit emails to a mobile 
terminal before transmitting web pages to the mobile terminal based on synchronization rules 
derived from monitoring a user's preference in viewing the synchronization data. 

Regarding claim 10, Fletcher does not disclose or suggest to transmit first web pages to a 
mobile terminal before transmitting second pages to the mobile terminal based on 
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synchronization rules derived from monitoring a user's preference in viewing the 
synchronization data. 

Regarding claim 3, Fletcher does not disclose or suggest to transmit modified 
synchronization rules from a mobile terminal to a target computer. Fletcher does not observe or 
modify the synchronization rules at the mobile terminal, rather Fletcher discloses to modify the 
synchronization rules at a server (target computer). Since the synchronization rules are modified 
at the server, there is no need to transmit modified synchronization rules to the server. In 
response, the examiner asserts that Fletcher discloses (col. 10, lines 28-38) a user, or system 
administrator, submitting rules to the filter engine 400 where the logic resides. Although this 
interpretation of Fletcher is correct, it does not mean that the rules are transmitted from a mobile 
terminal . A user, or system administrator, as taught by Fletcher, means an actual person entering 
the rules (e.g., using a text editor as taught by Fletcher at col. 10, line 33). Fletcher explicitly 
shows in FIG. 4 that the rules (410, 412, 414) are coming from a user/system administrator and 
not the mobile terminal (user workstation 470). 

B. The rejection should be reversed because Fletcher does not disclose a mobile terminal 
comprising a terminal controller for monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal 
in order to modify synchronization rules. 

The rejection of claim 16 should be reversed because Fletcher discloses to monitor a 
user's operation of a mobile terminal at a server (rather than at the mobile terminal) in order to 
modify synchronization rules at the server . This is illustrated in FIG. 4 of Fletcher wherein the 
monitoring 424 of a user's operation of a mobile terminal (workstation 470) does not take place 
within the mobile terminal (workstation 470), rather, it takes place at a server connected to the 
mobile terminal (see col. 6, lines 34-46; col. 10, lines 28-38). In response, the examiner asserts 
that Fletcher discloses (col. 6, lines 6-10) a workstation (mobile computer) 10 comprising a 
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microprocessor 12 that processes programming code that embodies Fletcher's invention. 
However, this paragraph actually states that the programming code is "accessed by the 
microprocessor 12 of the workstation 10 and server 47 ." (Emphasis added.) That Fletcher 
teaches a mobile terminal 10 executing programming code to implement part of his invention, 
does not mean the mobile terminal 10 processes modified synchronization rules to control the 
exchange of synchronization data. Fletcher explicitly discloses a server 47 (FIG. 2) for 
processing the rules to control the exchange of synchronization data; nowhere does Fletcher 
teach the mobile terminal 10 for processing the rules for controlling the exchange of 
synchronization data. 
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CONCLUSION 



Reversal of the rejections in this appeal is respectfully requested. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account No. 23-1209, and please credit any excess 
fees to such deposit account. 




Respectfully submitted, 



Date; 



Reg. No. 37,938 
Tel. No. (303) 765-1689 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
ComrofcsioneD of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on: 



Western Digital Technologies, Inc. 
Serial Number: 09/863,572 



9 



Patent 

Docket: K35A0870 



APPENDIX 
A complete listing of the claims on appeal: 



1 1. A method of remotely synchronizing a mobile terminal to a target computer, the mobile 

2 terminal comprising a local memory and a screen, the method comprising the steps of: 

3 (a) providing a set of synchronization rules comprising ordering and filtering rules; 

4 (b) monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal; 

5 (c) executing a computer program for adapting the ordering and filtering rules in 

6 response to the user's operation of the mobile terminal to generate a modified set of 

7 synchronization rules; and 

8 (d) exchanging synchronization data between the target computer and the mobile 

9 terminal using the modified set of synchronization rules, and storing synchronized 

10 data in the local memory of the mobile terminal, wherein 

1 1 the synchronization data comprises a first data and a second data; 

12 the step of monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal comprises the 

13 step of monitoring the user's preference in viewing data; and 

14 if the step of monitoring the user's operation indicates a preference for viewing 

15 the first data before viewing the second data, the computer program adapts the 

16 ordering and filtering rules such that the first data are received by the mobile 

17 terminal before the second data. 

1 2. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the step of displaying the 

2 synchronized data on the screen of the mobile terminal while concurrently receiving 

3 synchronization data from the target computer using the modified set of synchronization 

4 rules. 
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1 3. The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the step of transmitting the modified 

2 set of synchronization rules from the mobile terminal to the target computer. 

1 4. The method as recited in claim 2, further comprising the step of transmitting the modified 

2 set of synchronization rules from the mobile terminal to the target computer. 

1 5. The method as recited in claim 3, wherein the target computer uses the modified set of 

2 synchronization rules to configure a synchronization program executed by the target 

3 computer. 

1 6. The method as recited in claim 4, wherein the target computer uses the modified set of 

2 synchronization rules to configure a synchronization program executed by the target 

3 computer. 

1 7. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the mobile terminal processes the modified set 

2 of synchronization rules to control the exchange of synchronization data between the 

3 mobile terminal and the target computer. 

1 8. canceled. 

1 9. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the first data comprises emails and the second 

2 data comprises web pages. 

1 10. The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the first data comprises a first web page and 

2 the second data comprises a second web page. 
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1 11. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 12. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 13. 
2 

1 14. 

2 
3 

1 15. 
2 
3 
4 



The method as recited in claim 1, wherein: 

(a) the step of monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal comprises the step of 
identifying data of interest to the user; and 

(b) the computer program adapts the ordering and filtering rules so that web pages related 
to the data of interest are received by the mobile terminal. 

The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

(a) monitoring the user's progression through a path of linked web pages while browsing 
an Internet web site on-line; 

(b) adapting the ordering and filtering rules based on the user's progression through the 
path of linked web pages; and 

(c) receiving a plurality of web pages associated with the path, the web pages for display 
on the screen of the mobile terminal. 

The method as recited in claim 12, wherein the plurality of web pages received by the 
mobile terminal comprise web pages linked to the path. 

The method as recited in claim 13, wherein the synchronization rules comprise a link- 
depth identifying a maximum depth of linked pages extending from the path to include in 
the plurality of web pages received by the mobile terminal. 

The method as recited in claim 12, further comprising the steps of: 

(a) the user enabling the monitoring of the progression through the path of linked web 
pages; and 

(b) the user disabling the monitoring of the progression through the path of linked web 



pages. 
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1 16. A mobile terminal for communicating with a target computer, the mobile terminal 

2 comprising: 

3 (a) a local memory for storing a set of synchronization rules comprising ordering and 

4 filtering rules; 

5 (b) a screen; 

6 (c) a terminal controller for: 

7 monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal; 

8 executing a computer program for adapting the ordering and filtering rules in 

9 response to the user's operation of the mobile terminal to generate a modified set 

10 of synchronization rules; and 

1 1 exchanging synchronization data between the target computer and the mobile 

12 terminal using the modified set of synchronization rules, and storing synchronized 

13 data in the local memory. 

1 17. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 16, wherein the terminal controller for displaying 

2 the synchronized data on the screen of the mobile terminal while concurrently receiving 

3 synchronization data from the target computer using the modified set of synchronization 

4 rules. 

1 18. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 16, further comprising the step of transmitting the 

2 modified set of synchronization rules from the mobile terminal to the target computer. 

1 19. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 17, further comprising the step of transmitting the 

2 modified set of synchronization rules from the mobile terminal to the target computer. 
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1 20. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 1 8, wherein the target computer uses the 

2 modified set of synchronization rules to configure a synchronization program executed 

3 by the target computer. 

1 21. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 19, wherein the target computer uses the 

2 modified set of synchronization rules to configure a synchronization program executed 

3 by the target computer. 

1 22. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 16, wherein the terminal controller for processing 

2 the modified set of synchronization rules to control the exchange of synchronization data 

3 between the mobile terminal and the target computer. 

1 23. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 16, wherein: 

2 (a) the synchronization data comprises a first data and a second data; 

3 (b) the terminal controller for monitoring the user's preference in viewing data; and 

4 (c) if monitoring the user's preference in viewing data indicates a preference for viewing 

5 the first data before viewing the second data, the computer program adapts the 

6 ordering and filtering rules so that the first data are received by the mobile terminal 

7 before the second data. 

1 24. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 23, wherein the first data comprises emails and 

2 the second data comprises web pages. 

1 25. The mobile terminal as recited in claim 23, wherein the first data comprises a first web 

2 page and the second data comprises a second web page. 



Sheerin:Business:Western Digital:Docket:K35A0870: Appeal Docs: A0870brief.doc 



Western Digital Technologies, Inc. 
Serial Number: 09/863,572 



Patent 

Docket: K35A0870 



1 26. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 27. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

1 28. 
2 

1 29. 

2 
3 

1 30. 
2 
3 
4 



The mobile terminal as recited in claim 16, wherein: 

(a) the terminal controller for identifying data of interest to the user based on the user's 
operation of the mobile terminal; and 

(b) the computer program adapts the synchronization rules so that web pages related to 
the data of interest are downloaded to the mobile terminal. 

The mobile terminal as recited in claim 16, wherein: 

(a) the terminal controller for monitoring the user's progression through a path of linked 
web pages while browsing an Internet web site on-line; 

(b) the computer program for adapting the ordering and filtering rules based on the user's 
progression through the path of linked web pages; and 

(c) the terminal controller for receiving a plurality of web pages associated with the path, 
and for displaying the web pages on the screen of the mobile terminal. 

The mobile terminal as recited in claim 27, wherein the plurality of web pages received 
by the mobile terminal comprises web pages linked to the path. 

The mobile terminal as recited in claim 28, wherein the synchronization rules comprise a 
link-depth identifying a maximum depth of linked pages extending from the path to 
include in the plurality of web pages received by the mobile terminal. 

The mobile terminal as recited in claim 27, wherein: 

(a) the user enables the monitoring of the progression through the path of linked web 
pages; and 

(b) the user disables the monitoring of the progression through the path of linked web 



pages. 
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A computer program embodied on a computer readable storage medium for use in a 
mobile terminal, the mobile terminal comprising a local memory, a screen, and a set of 
synchronization rules comprising ordering and filtering rules, the computer program 
comprising code segments for: 

(a) monitoring a user's operation of the mobile terminal; 

(b) adapting the ordering and filtering rules in response to the user's operation of the 
mobile terminal to generate a modified set of synchronization rules; and 

(c) exchanging synchronization data between the target computer and the mobile 
terminal using the modified set of synchronization rules, and storing synchronized 
data in the local memory of the mobile terminal, wherein the synchronization data 
comprises a first data and a second data; 

(d) monitoring the user's preference in viewing data; and 

(e) if monitoring the user's preference in viewing data indicates a preference for viewing 
the first data before viewing the second data, adapting the ordering and filtering such 
that the first data are received by the mobile terminal before the second data. 

The computer program as recited in claim 31, further comprising code segments for 
displaying the synchronized data on the screen of the mobile terminal while concurrently 
receiving synchronization data from the target computer using the modified set of 
synchronization rules. 

The computer program as recited in claim 31, further comprising a code segment for 
transmitting the modified set of synchronization rules from the mobile terminal to the 
target computer. 
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1 34. The computer program as recited in claim 32, further comprising a code segment for 

2 transmitting the modified set of synchronization rules from the mobile terminal to the 

3 target computer. 

1 35. The computer program as recited in claim 33, wherein the target computer uses the 

2 modified set of synchronization rules to configure a synchronization program executed 

3 by the target computer. 

1 36. The computer program as recited in claim 34, wherein the target computer uses the 

2 modified set of synchronization rules to configure a synchronization program executed 

3 by the target computer. 

1 37. The computer program as recited in claim 3 1 , further comprising a code segment for 

2 processing the modified set of synchronization rules to control the exchange of 

3 synchronization data between the mobile terminal and the target computer. 

1 38. canceled. 

1 39. The computer program as recited in claim 31, wherein the first data comprises emails and 

2 the second data comprises web pages. 

1 40. The computer program as recited in claim 31, wherein the first data comprises a first web 

2 page and the second data comprises a second web page. 

1 41 . The computer program as recited in claim 3 1 , further comprising code segments for: 
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(a) identifying data of interest to the user based on the user's operation of the mobile 
terminal; and 

(b) adapting the ordering and filtering rules so that web pages related to the data of 
interest are received by the mobile terminal. 

The computer program as recited in claim 31, further comprising code segments for: 

(a) monitoring the user's progression through a path of linked web pages while browsing 
an Internet web site on-line; 

(b) adapting the ordering and filtering rules based on the user's progression through the 
path of linked web pages; and 

(c) receiving a plurality of web pages associated with the path, the web pages for display 
on the screen of the mobile terminal. 

The computer program as recited in claim 42, wherein the plurality of web pages 
received by the mobile terminal comprise web pages linked to the path. 

The computer program as recited in claim 43, wherein the synchronization rules comprise 
a link-depth identifying a maximum depth of linked pages extending from the path to 
include in the plurality of web pages received by the mobile terminal. 

The computer program as recited in claim 42, wherein: 

(a) the user enables the monitoring of the progression through the path of linked web 
pages; and 

(b) the user disables the monitoring of the progression through the path of linked web 



pages. 
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